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Excerpt from History of Ireland, Vol. 2:
Cuculain and His ContemporariesScattered
over the surface of every country in Europe
may be found sepulchral monuments, the
remains of pre-historic times and nations,
and of a phase of life and civilisation which
has long since passed away. No country in
Europe is without its cromlechs and
dolmens, huge earthen tumuli, great
flagged sepulchres, and enclosures of tall
pillar-stones. The men by whom these
works were made, so interesting in
themselves, and so different from anything
of the kind erected since, were not
strangers and aliens, but our own ancestors,
and out of their rude civilisation our own
has slowly grown. Of that elder phase of
European civilisation no record or tradition
has been anywhere bequeathed to us. Of its
nature, and the ideas and sentiments
whereby it was sustained, nought may now
be learned save by an examination of those
tombs themselves, and of the dumb
remnants, from time to time exhumed out
of their soil - rude instruments of clay,
flint, brass, and gold, and by speculations
and reasonings founded upon these
arch?ological gleanings, meagre and
sapless.About the PublisherForgotten
Books publishes hundreds of thousands of
rare and classic books. Find more at
www.forgottenbooks.comThis book is a
reproduction of an important historical
work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art
technology to digitally reconstruct the
work, preserving the original format whilst
repairing imperfections present in the aged
copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in the
original, such as a blemish or missing page,
may be replicated in our edition. We do,
however, repair the vast majority of
imperfections successfully; any
imperfections that remain are intentionally
left to preserve the state of such historical
works.
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