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1900 Excerpt: ... in fesse gu. a bordure sa.
There are many other differences apparent
in the shields of great and ancient families.
The Scotch Sutherlands, in one branch,
bear gu., three stars or (there is
considerable diversity of opinion among
heralds as to whether these charges were
intended for stars or mullets). The
Sutherlands of Forse, to. Caithness, bear,
gu., three mullets or, within a bordure
wavy of the last. (Gu. rendered in black for
relief). A most striking example of
differencing (a difference really of
augmentation by the addition of charges) is
to be found in the shield of Admiral Sir
Isaac Coffin who bore, az., semee of
crosses crosslet or, two batons in saltire
encircled with laurel branches of the
second, between three plates. These arms
were granted by the king in grateful
recognition of the Admirals services in the
English Navy. The Admiral, however, was
justly entitled to the arms of the
distinguished family to which he belonged,
although not by any authority of the
College of Arms, for there is no proper
record of the right of the Coffins, American
or English, to the arms of their ancestors.
Hence, one of the most remarkable
instances of negation connected with
armor-bearing is demonstrated in the
Admirals case. The College of Arms, in
other words, could not grant him the arms
of his ancestors without altering them by a
radical difference. It is a fact that there is
no American family which is more justly
entitled to coat-armor through prescriptive
right than the Coffins of New England; but
that right was lost in the social confusion of
the period preceding Cromwells time.
Another excellent example of differenc ing,
will be found in the celebrated augmented
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shield of Pelham, which was borne by
Herbert Pelham of Cambridge, Mass., in
Colonial days....
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