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Since 1957, Elizabeth Widel has written
about and photographed the vast region
known as the Okanogan for her aptly
named weekly newspaper column,
Exploring the Okanogan. This book of the
same name is a broad sampling of her
nearly 3,000 columns and accompanying
photos. Widel takes the reader from Grand
Coulee Dam to the North Cascade
Mountains; from British Columbia, where
its spelled Okanagan, to the mighty
Columbia River and its tributaries. An
amateur and enthusiastic geologist, Widel
marvels at how this rugged country was
shaped by glaciers and floods, recounting
how the stories of those epic events are
revealed in rocks and ridges, troughs and
valleys. She delights, too, in the people,
animals and events of the Okanogan.
Things both great and small catch her
attention and inspire her musings. This
collection of columns travels both
throughout the region and through time
nearly six decades. Widels passion for the
Okanogan is at the core of her writing,
illuminating each of her explorations. A
transplanted
Midwesterner,
Widel
describes part of what captivates her about
the Okanogan: The ruggedness of the
country, with the bumpy skylines giving so
much more interest and challenge than the
unrelieved flatness of other places. In that
bumpiness lies the whole fascinating world
of geology and all the marvels of earth
which are there to be read
The book
represents a miniscule portion of Widels
giant volume of work. The columns were
selected not by Widel but by a small group
of newspaper colleagues who agreed that
they werent looking for the best of her
writing. She inevitably does her best each
week. The colleagues sought to
demonstrate the broad scope of her
interests and represent the varied facets of
Okanogan life that fascinate her.
Her
writing voice is descriptive and enchanting.
She writes, for example, about a valley that
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stabs right back into the mountains with the
scenery getting more perpendicular by the
minute. She explores by car, by airplane
and on foot. On one occasion, searching
with a companion for an obscure waterfall
with no trail or path leading to it, she knew
we would simply have to thrash through
the undergrowth (and perhaps the
rattlesnakes if they were home) until we
found it. She was age 80 at that point.
Readers will not have to thrash through
undergrowth nor evade rattlesnakes, but
they will get a well-informed tour of the
Okanogan as they explore with Elizabeth
Widel.
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EXPLORING THE OKANOGAN: Weather can - Omak Chronicle Mar 14, 2017 Okanogan County officials
assemble outside the newly built courthouse in Okanogan in 1915. By the early years of the last century, women
Omak-Okanogan Chronicle Apr 18, 2017 What would your guess to be the most unfailing topic of conversation? Its
something we are all subject to and have to live with: The weather. EXPLORING THE OKANOGAN: Remembering
the - Omak Chronicle Apr 18, 2017 What would your guess to be the most unfailing topic of conversation? Its
something we are all subject to and have to live with: The weather. EXPLORING THE OKANOGAN: Line between
- Omak Chronicle 6 days ago There is no telling how something that has always seemed commonplace can suddenly
assume importance. A lock of hair, when a person Exploring the Okanogan No. 1000: 1000th in a series May 30,
2017 You never can tell what children are going to say and my nephew proved that one day in his first-grade classroom.
The children had been EXPLORING THE OKANOGAN - Experiencing life through the eyes Mar 20, 2017 For
some years I have wonder why we no longer say thee and thou and the other day I found the answer, of all places, on the
Internet. EXPLORING THE OKANOGAN: A simple strand of - Omak Chronicle Apr 24, 2017 Have you ever
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had the feeling, I have just made history? EXPLORING THE OKANOGAN: Sweet Betsy was left with the dog May
9, 2017 Sometimes the line between species get a little blurred. They build their nests or houses to close to each other
for the sake of safety. I have told EXPLORING THE OKANOGAN: Remebering the - Omak Chronicle Back
Country Horsemen meet for potluck. The Okanogan Valley Back Country Horsemen will meet for a potluck at 6 p.m.
Thursday, June 15, in History Park. EXPLORING THE OKANOGAN: Writing his name - Omak Chronicle May
16, 2017 In some places it has become a moment to moment check-up on what is the most recent mode to go under
water. I remember one flood we had. EXPLORING THE OKANOGAN - Experiencing life - Omak Chronicle
EXPLORING THE OKANOGAN: Writing his name on the blackboard. You never can tell what children are going to
say and my nephew proved that one day in Exploring the Okanogan Omak Chronicle Mar 20, 2017 For some years I
have wonder why we no longer say thee and thou and the other day I found the answer, of all places, on the Internet.
EXPLORING THE OKANOGAN: Weather can - Omak Chronicle EXPLORING THE OKANOGAN Experiencing life through the eyes of a dog. Elizabeth Widel. Wednesday, April 12, 2017. /lk. Sign in to favorite this
Discuss EXPLORING THE OKANOGAN: A simple strand of - Omak Chronicle May 30, 2017 You never can tell
what children are going to say and my nephew proved that one day in his first-grade classroom. The children had been
EXPLORING THE OKANOGAN: Pondering - Omak Chronicle Apr 12, 2017 The following was written by
Katie, my friend Marshas dog.) 6 days ago There is no telling how something that has always seemed commonplace
can suddenly assume importance. Exploring the Okanogan with Elizabeth Widel (Omak-Okanogan May 30, 2017
You never can tell what children are going to say and my nephew proved that one day in his first-grade classroom. The
children had been EXPLORING THE OKANOGAN: Sometimes, youre a part of history Mar 28, 2017 Out of the
group of songs that sprang from what is called the great migration of the mid-19th century was one called, Sweet Betsy
from Pike. EXPLORING THE OKANOGAN: Writing his name - Omak Chronicle Mar 10, 2017 We have said
before that change is constant and certainly in our lifetimes we have seen prime examples of this. One of the things, to
my EXPLORING THE OKANOGAN: Many languages - Omak Chronicle Apr 12, 2017 (The following was
written by Katie, my friend Marshas dog.) I knew it was going to happen when my human began to pack that thing she
EXPLORING THE OKANOGAN: Remebering the - Omak Chronicle Apr 18, 2017 What would your guess to be
the most unfailing topic of conversation? Its something we are all subject to and have to live with: The weather.
EXPLORING THE OKANOGAN: Weather can - Omak Chronicle 5 days ago There is no telling how something
that has always seemed commonplace can suddenly assume importance. A lock of hair, when a person Exploring the
Okanogan Omak Chronicle EXPLORING THE OKANOGAN: Line between - Omak Chronicle Mar 10, 2017
We have said before that change is constant and certainly in our lifetimes we have seen prime examples of this.
EXPLORING THE OKANOGAN: Writing his name - Omak Chronicle May 16, 2017 Glen, my husband, and I
were going to Okanogan where, in the absence of later dikes, water was up over the roadway. Glen looked at me
EXPLORING THE OKANOGAN: A simple strand of - Omak Chronicle 6 days ago There is no telling how
something that has always seemed commonplace can suddenly assume importance. EXPLORING THE
OKANOGAN: A simple strand of - Omak Chronicle The pictures herewith mark the 1000th in this series, and they
cover the full range of the time it has been appearing. The big mountain shot was taken in 1973 EXPLORING THE
OKANOGAN: Pondering - Omak Chronicle May 9, 2017 Sometimes the line between species get a little blurred.
They build their nests or houses to close to each other for the sake of safety. I have told
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